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Dear Mentoring Partner:

The following document is a press release template for the 2011 Coaches’ Challenge.  Please insert your information in the [bracketed] text that can be easily located by the font’s red coloring.  To distribute the press release you will need to change the font color back to “black.”  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

[Contact Person], [Company name]

[Phone Number], [E-Mail Address]

[Website URL]

Mentoring Programs Across the State Celebrate 

January’s National Mentoring Month
{Insert Organization Name} highlights efforts to connect more young people with mentors

[Insert City], KS – [Insert Date] – Throughout January, Kansans are being encouraged to volunteer to mentor as part of National Mentoring Month, a campaign that highlights the crucial role played by mentors in helping our young people achieve their full potential. 

Earlier this month, Governor Sam Brownback signed a proclamation, declaring January as Kansas Mentoring Month to recognize the importance of mentoring and to encourage more Kansans to serve as mentors in their communities.

Research has shown that mentoring has a significant economic and social impact; reducing youth drug abuse and violence while greatly enhancing a young person’s prospects for graduating high school and leading a healthy, productive life.

Thank Your Mentor Day, a highlight of National Mentoring Month, will be celebrated on January 26th.  On that day, many Americans will reach out to thank or honor those individuals who encouraged and guided them and had a lasting impact on their lives. 

Kansans are encouraged to celebrate National Mentoring Month by:

· Thanking and honoring the mentors who have impacted their lives

· Signing up to become a mentor with [INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME/CONTACT INFO]
· Learning more about mentoring at www.KansasMentors.org
National Mentoring Month is spearheaded by the Harvard School of Public Health, MENTOR, and the Corporation for National and Community Service.  Kansas Mentors, the state’s mentoring partnership, serves as the local lead for the campaign.  
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